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Pastor Mike’s 
     Monthly Message
	 I am more excited about my min-
istry, really our ministry, here at FPCE than 
I’ve ever been. It’s been three years since I 
preached my first sermon (that’s once through the Lectionary cycle), 
and with every Sabbath I feel that we are becoming more con-
nected, and coming together more fully as one body with a shared 
vision for the future. Especially over the last six months or so, I’ve 
sensed some new spirit of  excitement, anticipation and possibility. 
I might point to the enthusiasm with which you all have embraced 
our non-traditional worship service; that acceptance certainly points 
to a significant change from “the way things used to be.” I could 
note the warm and welcoming reception you have extended to the 
Mulberry congregation and Mulberry’s gracious embrace of  this 
place and its people as their own. I’d be remiss if  I didn’t hold up 
the consistently outstanding leadership of  session and the ongoing 
blessing of  the deacons’ care and service. Then there’s the FROGS 
program; new leadership and new volunteers are growing our 
tadpole pool. And who knew we had so many talented and diverse 
musicians willing to offer their gifts in worship? All of  this and 
more point toward an outpouring of  the Holy Spirit on this church 
and her people that makes me confident that God has great things 
in store for us.
	 This month is when we traditionally reconvene after a 
summer of  vacations and a hiatus in some of  our church programs. 
Sunday, September 14, is Rally Day: worship returns to 11 a.m., 
Sunday School for kids and adults begins, the choir is back, and 
worship will be non-traditional. I want to encourage everyone to 
come out that day so we can step out into the new church year in 
full force. I want you to see what a full sanctuary looks like and  
to imagine new possibilities. When we gather together, we become 
channels for the Holy Spirit and instruments of  God’s compassion, 
grace and love. The more of  us there are, the more palpable our 
experience of  the Divine will be. And I want to challenge you all  
to find someone in your family or you place of  work or some 
friend and invite them to worship, invite them to experience what 
God is doing in our midst. Our light is just too bright to hide  
under a bushel!
	 Friends, I can think of  no place I rather be right now than 
with all of  you, being your pastor. You have embraced me just as I 
am and welcomed me into your hearts and your homes. You have 
accepted my leadership and guidance while also offering me honest 
criticism and giving me wise counsel. I am grateful for your efforts, 
prayers, and friendship. Together we have accomplished much. But 
there is so much more to do! In so many ways I feel like we are just 
getting started, like the future and its possibilities are just beginning to 
peek over the horizon. It’s an exciting time to be us! May God con-
tinue to bless and challenge us as we move to the future together.

Yours in Christ,
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	 The Malawi Partnership of  the Pittsburgh Presbytery and 
FPCE’s Mission Ministry Team cordially invite you to join us in 
celebrating our faith and culture with 25 friends from the Synod of  
Blantyre in Malawi, Africa. Our Malawian brothers and sisters will 
be in Pittsburgh from September 19 to October 2. The group com-
prises primarily Mvano (Women’s Association members), pastor’s 
wives, a few pastors, and male elders.
 	 The Partnership will hold a number of  events to which 
everyone in the Presbytery is invited. Right now, we are looking  
for volunteers to serve as hosts for visitors during one of  the four-
day hosting periods: the evening of  Sept. 20 through the morning 
of  Sept. 24, and the evening of  Sept. 24 through the morning of  
Sept. 29
 	 Hosts are required to attend one of  three scheduled 
informational meetings even if  they have hosted in previous years. 
Choices for these meetings are Saturday, Sept.6, 10 a.m., Mt. Pisgah 

The Malawians Are Coming! 

Submitted by Rick Masten, Moderator of  Deacons

“One disadvantage of  having nothing to do is you can’t stop and rest.”

	 Have you, like me, ever experienced an energy crash? 
Where life is sapped from your system because of  bouts of  intense 
busyness that over-amp and burn out your body? It is certainly 
a time to re-evaluate your pace and priorities. Energy has many 
intriguing dimensions. I use it to mean what my parents called  
“get-up and go.” To regain your energy, following mainstream 
medical wisdom like eating well, reducing stress, and resting is an 
advisable and worthy solution. But it is also a time to rekindle your 
spirituality, a more subtle energy, through silent meditation and 
prayer. Opening your heart to the Lord is the fastest way I know to 
jump-start your spiritual energy. A daily practice of  this will increase 
your vitality by nourishing the divine in you, a form of  energy main-
stream prescriptions for fatigue don’t address. This daily spirituality 
will not only comfort you, but will also replenish and refuel your life 
force. Now, as we begin a new calendar year, is a time to rekindle 
our own energy doing His work in His church here at Edgewood.
	 The final summer holiday saw us delivering meals once 
again for Labor Day. Our next date is easy — Thanksgiving. We 
are fortunate to have the resources already in place at the church. 
We can use a little help from anyone who wants to inquire about 
making a side dish for those occasions in the future where we fill in 
for the program. We will be announcing our Douglass Scholarship 
winner after our meeting in September. It was difficult to assemble 
during the month of  August with everyone enjoying the summer.

Pun-ny Story

	 A woman has twins, and gives them up for adoption. One 
of  them went to a family in Egypt and was named “Amal.” The 

Mission Corner

Deacons’ Doings

Church Office Hours Resume 
Now that school is back in ses-
sion, Office Manager Judy Mysels 
has returned to her regular 
work hours of Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. If you need to 
reach a staff member during a 
time when Judy is not in the of-
fice, the automated church voice 
mail system will be in operation. 
Refer to the staff directory on 
page 2 for extensions.     

PC; Saturday, Sept. 6, 2 p.m., Mt. Pisgah PC; and Sunday, Sept. 7,  
2 p.m., Mt. Hope PC (closest to FPCE). 
 	 Hosts are asked to provide a private bedroom with a door 
that shuts, most meals for four days their guests are with them, time 
to spend personally sharing your lives and faith, and rides for guests 
to and from church activities and special Partnership events. A good 
sense of  humor when misunderstandings occur is a bonus! Please 
contact Doris Hamilton ASAP if  you are interested or have any 
questions. This is a wonderful way to share your faith.
 
Lazarus Fund
The Lazarus Fund interviews are on a temporary hold because the 
Presbytery has run out of  funds. To date, we have granted more 
than $1,800 to needy persons in the eastern communities. The Pres-
bytery is requesting additional money so this program can continue.

other went to a family in Spain; they named him “Juan.” Years later, 
Juan sends a picture of  himself  to his biological mother. Upon 
receiving the picture, she tells her husband that she wishes she also 
had a picture of  Amal. Her husband responds, “But they are twins. 
If  you’ve seen Juan, you’ve seen Amal.”

	 Some mistakes are too much fun to only make once.
	 How can you tell when you’ve run out of  invisible ink?
	 Life is like a mirror, we get the best results when we smile at it.
	 Why is it that rain drops, but snow falls.
	 When I sing people clap their hands — over their ears.

Your faithful and humble servants,
The Board of  Deacons 
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	 Fall brings many excit-
ing changes to children’s Sunday 
School, starting with the time. 
When we head back to Sunday 
School on September 21,the 
first Sunday after Rally Day, our 
new time will be 11:15 a.m. (Yep, 
that’s during church!) All Sunday 
School kids will attend worship 
through the Children’s Moment. 
When Pastor Mike finishes his 
children’s moment, the Sunday 
School students will leave with 
the teachers to their class.
	 Our youngest students, 
starting at age 4, will be with Miss Nancy. They will explore the 
most common stories of  the Bible through music, crafts and story-
books. They will have their own little room complete with crayon 
cubbies on the second floor. Expect some amazing learning going 
on there.
	 Our middle group, ages to be determined based on at-
tendance, will be with Miss Rhonda. Rhonda will continue following 
the We Believe curriculum through some of  the most important 
Bible principles. These children will learn through Bible reading, 
puzzles, games, crafts and music, and will also claim a room to call 
their own on the second floor.
	 Exciting things will be happening in the preteen group 
this year. They will be with me, Miss Angel, exploring how the 
Bible relates to their daily lives. Yes the Bible even relates to preteen 
angst! You will see my class sitting through many of  Pastor Mike’s 
sermons, and then sneaking out to discuss them. We will also try 
to incorporate technology into our room with a curriculum called 
Grapple. What better way to get “almost” teenagers interested?
	 When the age-appropriate lessons end, all the kids will 
come back to the Gathering Place to worship through prayers of  
joy and concern, and through songs — many of  which will delight 
the congregation in the months to come. Children should be picked 
up immediately following worship in the Gathering Place.
	 Changing the time for Sunday School is a big change for 
the teachers, but Nancy, Rhonda and I are excited about the pos-

Christian  
Ed  

Corner
Submitted by Angel Lehrian

sibilities it opens up. Mr. Rick 
will act as a substitute for us, but 
we hope to call on others in the 
congregation to cover a class or 
two so we can attend worship 
from time to time.
	 Please note that there will be 
no Sunday School during non-
traditional services. Children in 
kindergarten or younger may 
stay in the nursery. Children in 
first grade or older should attend 
worship and are invited to sit 
with the Sunday School teach-
ers or remain with their parents.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact 
any of  the teachers to discuss the 
changes or offer a helping hand.

Sunday School Mission

	 We have spent the last few years teaching the students of  
Sunday School about mission. We made generous donations to the 
Heifer Project and Compassion International. We feel the children 
“GET IT” now, so we have a great mission project in mind … Our 
Home Church. We have two major projects in the works.
	 Age-appropriate Bibles — enough for each child in the 
class — is our first goal. We have been sharing Bibles or reading 
from ones above or below the intended reading level for years now. 
Here is a place where the kids can help themselves and feel the 
impact directly.
	 Second, but no less important, is the Fire Alarm Fund. 
It’s important that the children understand what goes into running 
a church like ours. They all love the building, and feel safe and at 
home in it, so let the kids help out on this one. You’ll see special 
treats being offered for sale, maybe some raffles, and, of  course,  
our annual lemonade stand.
	 The children will choose their own activities this year as 
they have in the past, and we know you will help support our mis-
sion projects as you have in the past.
	 Thank you for always being so supportive. We look for-
ward to another fantastic year of  mission in Sunday School.

Exciting Changes  
for 2008-2009

	 The fall FROGS program will begin Tuesday, Sept. 16. 
This after-school program operates on Tuesdays and Thursdays in 
the church. Children in kindergarten through third grade are walked 
over from Edgewood Primary School or may be dropped off  
between 3:15 and 3:30 p.m. The program includes a snack, outdoor 
play (when the sun shines), homework time, games, craft, and din-
ner. Children are to be picked up by 6 p.m.
	 Participation is limited to 20 students, so if  you know an 
interested family, please encourage registration as soon as possible.  
The cost for the fall term is $75, with some scholarships available.
	 Volunteers find participation a rewarding experience and 
really make this program possible. We can use people for the whole 

Fall F.R.O.G.S.
(Friends, Reading, and Other Great Stuff)

time or just a portion; every session, once a week or as an occasional 
substitute. As a volunteer you might make a snack, listen to how a 
child’s day went, help a student with homework, turn a jump rope 
outside, plan or help with a craft, lead a game, help a child clean out 
a backpack, clean up a table, “call” 
for BINGO, serve dinner, play a 
board game, or read a story.
	 For further information on 
registration or volunteering, please 
call me at 412-241-4613 x101.

Blessings,
Deborah Pike
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	 Is it just me, or did it seem like this 
summer went by faster than others? OK, 
well, maybe it has something to do with 
the fact that our summer break from 
school this year literally was two weeks 
shorter due to construction schedules. 

In any case, I’m having trouble believing that I’m already back to 
school teaching another new group of  curious musical minds.
	 Have you enjoyed our summer worship? We’ve definitely 
settled in to our routine now, with non-traditional worship once  
per month. The instrumentalists are locking in with each other  
even more tightly with every practice we have together, and Mike 
and I are surely enjoying the convoluted paths we take in selecting 
the music to match themes from our scripture passages. Thanks to 
all who contributed to worship in any way over the summer: Sunny, 
Jon, Mia, Billy, Chris, Matt, Tyler, Gemma, Inori. We are truly 

Music Ministry
blessed to have such talented individuals in our midst who are so 
willing to give of  themselves to enhance our worship.
	 I was just talking with Ruth Miller this past Sunday after 
worship, and she said “You know, I can’t wait to start up choir 
again. I really miss it!” She’s clearly caught the bug … have you 
noticed how much fun our choir members have together? Can 
you sense the fellowship when they present an anthem each week? 
Wouldn’t you like to be a part of  it, too? The Sanctuary Choir is 
open to anyone who has a calling upon their heart to raise their 
voice in song. We rehearse on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. for 
an hour starting in the choir room. You don’t even have to tell me 
ahead of  time that you’re coming. Just pop in on September 14.
	 Looking forward to another year of  music-making in 
praise of  the God who makes all things possible!

Blessings,
Shaun

Mulberry Senior Citizens’  
Center Is Moving
	 On Oct. 1 (or thereabouts) the 
Mulberry Senior Citizens’ Center will 
move to a new location at the Wilkins 
School Community Center in Swiss vale. 
They hope that this more easily accessible 
location will allow the center to grow and 
expand its programs and services, and al-
low the seniors to take advantage of  the variety of   
programs and events at WSCC.
	 We have been blessed to have MSCC at FPCE. The energy 
and enthusiasm of  the seniors and their leadership has enlivened 
our days and put our facilities to God’s good use. And we can be 
proud that by opening our church to MSCC it did not have to 
suspend or cease operations when the former Mulberry building 
was sold. Please be in prayer for Bonnie and her staff, as well as the 
members of  the center, as they embark on the next phase of  this 
long-standing and important ministry.

Merger News
	 The finalization of  the Edgewood-Mulberry merger is 
on track for November 23, when we’ll gather to celebrate our two 
churches becoming one. That’s Christ the King Sunday, the last 
Sunday before Advent and the last Sunday of  our church year. The 
merger teams chose that special date so that we’ll enter our new 
church year as one, united congregation!
	 There is still some significant work to be done, however. 
We’ll soon announce the date for a congregational meeting where 
we’ll vote on the plan of  merger. That important document will 
contain all the details on just how we will bring our membership, 
leadership and finances together, and it will be made available to 
everyone well in advance of  the meeting. We’ll also need to plan a 
party to celebrate the new thing God is bringing into being on our 
Edgewood corner.
	 So keep your eyes and ears open for what will surely be a 
flood of  merger information in the weeks to come.

Improvements Campaign Update
	 There’s good news and bad news from the Improvements 
Campaign for the fire alarm system. The good news is that, to date, 
we have received contributions totaling $13,300 and have additional 
pledges of  $2,400. The bad news is the original cost of  $24,000 has 
been raised to $33,000.
	 The architect we contracted to review the proposal from 
Guardian advised that additional sensors are required to meet PA 
State Codes. We need to comply in order to receive a permit from 
Edgewood Borough.
	 Our goal remains to finance the project through a special 
fund. We thank you for the support you have already generously 
given. It is not too late to pledge or contribute whatever you can. If  
you haven’t done so yet, prayerfully consider doing so now.

Thank you again, 
Session 

Grief Support Group
	
	 The Grief  Support Group comes together to support each 
other as we walk through our grief  journey together. We are all at 
our own place in this journey and we all will take what we need from 
our sessions, which are as follows for the rest of  the year. 

Sept. 18, 7 p.m.•	 —We will meet at church with Sarah from 
the Good Grief  Center. 

Oct. 16, 7 p.m.•	 —A speaker from Gilda’s Club will discuss 
grief  associated with cancer.

Nov. 20, 7 p.m.•	 —We will meet to discuss grief  and the 
holiday with Cindy Griengld from Heartland Hospice.

Dec. 17, 7 p.m.•	 —Our traditional Blue Christmas Service 
will be led by Pastor Mike and Sunny Sakai.

	 Please plan to attend any and all of  these meetings as the 
Lord directs you.

God Bless,
Sallie Monk and Jan McDowell








